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During the Cold War, the Soviet Army was perhaps the deadliest fighting force the world had
ever seen. Within its mechanized forces, the Soviets accomplished something that their
American counterparts never could - the fielding of a self-propelled anti-aircraft gun (SPAAG)
that could keep pace with its heavy armored formations.This book examines the design,
development and operational history of the Soviet Union's Cold War SPAAGs: the ZSU-37,
ZSU-57-2, the infamous ZSU-23-4, and the 9K22 Tunguska (better known by its NATO reporting
name: SA-19 "Grison"). These vehicles excelled in their air defense role, and many US
Department of Defense publications were dedicated to examining how to defeat the ZSU and its
radar tracking system. These formidable weapons were encountered again in Iraq during
Operation Desert Storm, and had equipped Russian forces in Afghanistan, cementing their
place in the landscape of modern warfare.This study explores the full history of the SPAAGs with
revealing photographs, technical illustrations and detailed analysis.

"Color profiles and action paintings visually spice the study. Recommended!" - Cybermodeler
OnlineAbout the AuthorMike Guardia is a professional author and veteran of the United States
Army. He served six years on active duty as Armor Officer. He holds a BA and MA in American
History from the University of Houston. His research interests include World War II in the Pacific,
and the history of armored and guerrilla warfare. As an author, his previous works include
"American Guerrilla" and "Shadow Commander."  He currently lives in Texas

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/Nngaz/Self-Propelled-Anti-Aircraft-Guns-of-the-Soviet-Union-New-Vanguard


   Page 3 is not included in this sample.  Pages 6 - 49 are not included in this sample.

T-72 Main Battle Tank 1974-93 (New Vanguard)

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GERQ/KqPw/Nngaz/Self-Propelled-Anti-Aircraft-Guns-of-the-Soviet-Union-New-Vanguard


Paul Lawrence, “Interesting fare. Self-propelled anti-aircraft weapons have been around for quite
some time and certainly they’ll often have a presence. Those of the Soviet Union are no different.
This book takes the tale from the beginning with the ZSU-37 introduced in 1945 (but which didn’t
see combat apparently) through to the 9K22 Tunguska – with a good amount of time spent on
the well known SZU 23-4.This – the 222nd instalment of the New Vanguard series by Osprey -
conforms to the premise of the series in that it is very concise, has lots of photographs of the
vehicles from different angles and has colour illustrations. This latter is of course a boon for
modellers and the splashes of colour really do liven up the books. There is a short bibliography
and unlike many bibliographies in the Osprey series that deal with Soviet armour this one is
made up of books written in English.In some instalments of this series there is so much
information to pack in that there is no time to discuss the vehicles operational use. Luckily in this
one there is room for some of that and it was interesting to read how some of these weapons
went in a live scenario.All up a good instalment of this series and on an interesting subject to
boot. Recommended.”

Bayard B., “Detailed discussion of the ZSU-37. ZSU 57-2, ZSU -23-4, and so forth but nothing
unknown.. REALLY detailed presentation of the Soviet army self - propelled AA guns. Discusses
the Soviet Army thinking behind the development of the weapons as well as their tactical
deployment. My only disappointment was that the book discusses the weapons that everyone
knows about such as the ZSU 57 - 2 and ZSU - 23- 4. I had hoped that there might be some
discussion on weapons that may have been designed or developed but never placed into
production or deployed, as inevitably happens with any army. But it was not to be. I think part of
the reason for the detailed discussions of the weapons presented is that only four or five of them
are included (because that was all that the Soviets deployed). Also, the title "Self - Propelled..... "
means exactly that -- no towed AA guns are discussed, and there were several such guns
developed in the 1940s and 1950s.”

Terry Sofian, “Soviet and Russian anti aircraft vehicles. This book is on the middle to upper end
of the Osprey scale. It has a lot of really excellent photos and other illustrations and gives a good
history of the various systems developed by the Soviets. Guardia also does an very good job
describing similar systems fielded by NATO as well as NATO aircraft countermeasures. There
are a number of editing errors I found troubling, by way of example one of the Soviet guns was
given an armor penetration of 110 cm which seems like it should be 110 mm. Osprey's editorial
staff should have caught that and I think they let down the reader, and the author by not
tightening up and catching such errors before the book goes to print. Otherwise this is an
excellent work and well worth getting. I recommend this for anyone with an interest in Soviet AFV
or in air defense systems in general.”



Scott Bailey, “Self-propelled anti-aircraft guns of the Soviet Union is another great book by the
osprey series. Self-propelled anti-aircraft guns of the Soviet Union is another great book by the
osprey series, book provides great detail and lots of drawing and pictures. The most interesting
for me was reading about the latest ant-aircraft system the SA-22 weapon system that is now in
service and the mods being done on this system. The other older systems are also covered but
the most recent data on the current new systems was well worth the purchase. Easy read and
enjoyable”

dcalvin, “i now little of soviet cold war era equiment so .... i now little of soviet cold war era
equiment so this was a book for me and the book talk abou thte AA gun uses as ground
weapons”

William Hazlett, “Five Stars. Nice book”

AK, “Concise overview of Soviet self propelled AA guns post WW2. As the Soviet Union /
Warsaw Pact heavily relied on masses of armored formations and probably always feared that
they would fail at absolute air superiority their focus on ground based air defence was always
somewhat higher than for the NATO countries, demonstrated by high production numbers of
various SPAAG systems covered in this book.The book primarily covers four systems, the
ZSU-37, the ZSU-57-2, the ZSU-23-4 and the 9K22. While the ZSU-37 is covered fairly
superficially, with only around 75 units being produced from 1945 to 1948 and retired very
quickly, the others get a reasonable, if concise coverage.In the case of the ZSU-57-2 and
ZSU-23-4 you get coverage of the vehicle development, the weapon system development, the
countries that used them, some reports of combat use (Vietnam and Middle East in case of
ZSU-57-2 and Middle East, Afghanistan and Chechnya for the ZSU-23-4) and various, also
international upgrade programmes.The 9K22 - the first operative gun / missile system in Soviet
use - gets a more heavy focus on development but hardly a mention of the operative use.The
final section of the book then also very briefly mentions the Pantsyr system, a possible
replacement for the Tunguska in Russian service since 2001 (available both on a wheeled or
tracked carrier), without going into much detail.The book does a credible job of giving an
overview of the important and widespread systems and will be an adequate starting point for the
interested reader. It does not cover any of the systems in great depth but that is not to be
expected from the series anyway. It is a bit inconsistent in its coverage, though, with some
aspects being discussed with some of the systems and not with others (i.e. NBC
protection).Otherwise you get the standard New Vanguard fare, with a good photographic
coverage, some line drawings and very decent artwork, which may also help modellers
somewhat. So perhaps not the best in the series but definitely par for the course and a useful
reference volume for people interested in the Cold War.”



Gigant, “Mal wieder ein Meisterwek.. Habe mir das Buch wegen des ZSU-23-4 Shilka geholt,
aber daneben ist auch der Vorläufer beschrieben und die Tunguska 2-6M.Der Schrecken der
NATO.Für den kleinen Preis erhält man einen Einblick in die Welt der SPAAGs. Wer mehr will der
muß zu Janes greifen und den 100fachen Preis bezahlen.”

Norbert, “Short but good. Mainly abpout zsu-57-2, zsu-23-4 and Tunguska. 42 pages are barely
enought to describe technical data, properties and usage in the real world (such as zsu-23-4 on
convoy protection duties”

Galland5, “soviet propelled Anti-Aircraft guns. Molto interessante! Conoscevo alcuni di questi
veicoli antiaerei ma non tutti!Bel libro per chi piace l' argomento. compratelo!Galland5”

Anton, “Five Stars. Well documented it presents an insightful story of Soviet tracked AA
systems, their development and emplyment doctrine.”

The book by Mike Guardia has a rating of  5 out of 4.3. 45 people have provided feedback.
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